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Visitors will find what they’re 
looking for in Great Bend, Kansas. Natural 
beauty, small-town charm, history, culture, and 
a wide variety of activities and attractions make 
Great Bend the perfect place to visit. When set-
tlers came to this beautiful setting beside the 
Arkansas River, they immediately knew how to 
name their settlement. They nestled their little 
town in the big bend of the river and called it 
Great Bend.

 Before the white settlers came with their 
railroads, schools, and settlements, the big 

bend of the Arkan-
sas River was home 
to a melting pot of 
Native American 
tribes who settled, 
camped, or roamed 
through the area. 
The Wichita, Paw-
nee, Comanche, 
Cheyenne, Arap-
aho, Apache, 
Osage, Kiowa 
and Sioux were 
drawn by a 
river of fresh 
water, fire-
wood, fish, 
small game, 

large herds 
of bison, and a huge 

marshland rich in wildlife.

 The first and most exotic of America’s 
great trade routes, the Santa Fe Trail, ran right 
through the town’s present-day Courthouse 
Square. The Trail opened in 1921 and for more 
than 60 years it was an important two-way av-
enue for commerce and cultural exchange.

Kansas Quilt Walk
 Located in downtown Great Bend, the 
Barton County Courthouse was built on the 
ruts of the famous Santa Fe trail. In 1906, the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the 
State of Kansas placed a marker on the trail site. 
In the sidewalks surrounding the Courthouse 

Square, you will find the Kansas Quilt Walk. 
Quilts kept our ancestors warm and allowed our 
great grandmothers to express themselves with 
beautiful fabrics, fine needlework and meaning-
ful patterns. Great Bend’s Quilt Walk is a tribute 
to those women and their creations. The Rocky 
Road to Kansas pattern is the oldest pattern 
shown in the quilt walk and dates back to the 
Santa Fe Trail. 

The Barton County Historical Museum 
and Village has over forty quilts. Several quilts 
plus photos of all of the quilts are always on dis-
play. With several days’ advance notice, visitors 
can view the full quilt collection (minimal addi-
tional charge). The earliest quilt is a goblet pat-
tern pieced in Tennessee during the Civil War. 
Another particularly interesting quilt is a crazy 
quilt pieced by Fannie Wood in Barton County 
around 1895. Among the many silks and velvets 
used in the quilt’s construction are political rib-
bons and a souvenir handkerchief of the 1890s. 
Contact the museum by calling 620-793-5125.

Great Bend Mural Project
 You don’t have to visit an art museum to 
find art in Great Bend! Murals decorate the walls 
of many building in the downtown area. Painted 
by high school students, community volunteers, 
senior citizens, professional artists, and chil-
dren, the murals are tied together by themes re-
lating to Great Bend past and present. 
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Long after they are gone, the
people who first sought out
this land hold power over us.
They are the reminders of
our legacy. Wander into
almost any Kansas cemetery
and the tombstones tell

stories of how generations before us lived and died.

There are stories that can intrigue.
Before you visit the cemeteries of Barton and Stafford
County, we invite you to familiarize yourself with the local
history. Go to the Barton County Historical Society
museum complex to become acquainted with how this
region was settled and who has lived here.
The Great Bend Cemetery on Broadway was developed
in the late 1890s. In this cemetery, alone, more than
12,000 people are buried, some with extravagant
headstones and monuments carved and placed by hand,
horse and wagon; others, with simple, poignant stones. 

One story includes Arthur Banta, a Great Bend attorney
and son of a prominent judge who was found dead on July
6, 1921. The 31-year-old Banta had been shot six times
and was left lying by his car on a dusty, forgotten road
west of town. His death shocked the region and was the
talk of the town for weeks.

Great Bend residents reeled that summer of 1921 when
The Great Bend Tribune carried the story that his killer
was none other than W.A. Nixon, the local doctor who
performed abortions and was linked to bootlegging liquor.
The murder had all the elements that could volatile in
Kansas: abortion and prohibition. By Dec. 3, 1921, Nixon
had been sentenced to prison and Banta's tombstone was
placed in the Banta's family plots in of Section P of the
Great Bend Cemetery.

In fact, Section P is the oldest section of the cemetery.
Walk among the stones and see the names of prominent

Cemetery Tours
early families of Great Bend. One of the tombstones you
will find in Section P along a circular drive in the cemetery
is that Oscar Micheaux, one of the nation's foremost black
movie producers.

His family moved to this area in
the early 1900s. Some of his
family members homesteaded
near Seward, located near the
Barton and Stafford County
border.

Like most pioneers, the
Micheaux family survived harsh
winds, floods, droughts and crop
failures. But unlike many of their
neighbors, they also survived prejudice during the rise of
the Ku Klux Klan in Kansas.

Some of those experiences may have had an impact on a
young Micheaux because he went on to become one of
the most prolific movie producers of the early 20th century.
His topics included lynchings, white on black crimes and
interracial discrimination. His 1919-1920 movie, "Within
Our Gates" was his answer to "Birth of a Nation,"
produced in 1915. For years, his grave was unmarked. But
in 1988, a tombstone proclaiming him "a man ahead of his
time" was placed on his grave, paid for by family, friends
and fans. He is buried next to his brother, Swan. 

In recent years, the community of Great Bend has
celebrated Micheaux with a film festival held every other
year to which national celebrities are invited.
Other Micheaux family members are buried not only in the
Great Bend Cemetery but also in the Eden Valley
Cemetery near Seward.

Other stories that may intrigue us include those of frontier
justice and lynchings. At least two lynching's are
connected to Great Bend. The Great Bend Tribune

more noteworthy graves was recently dug. It represents
the life of a Korean War veteran who died more than six
decades ago but whose remains were not identified until
2009. In the last letter Lt. Edward Schwartz's family
received, Schwartz wrote that the U.S. Army was moving
his unit up to the front lines in North Korea and he was
cold. Could they please send him little bottles of whiskey
to keep him warm? It was November 1950. His family did
send him a homemade care package but they never heard
from him again. He was dead. His unit was overrun by
Chinese troops on Nov. 28, 1950 and
Schwartz was declared killed in action.
Through DNA testing, Schwartz' body was
identified nearly six decades later and his
burial made international news in May
2009.Also of note is Ed Kaiser's tombstone of
the laser-etched "Ed's Apco" filling station on
one side and a "two on something" hand of
cards, and his Knights of Columbus symbols
on the other.

Schoenfeld Cemetery
In northern Barton County there is the Schoenfeld
cemetery where several of the tombstones are in German
reflecting early settlers' ties with the motherland. Of
special note is the grave of Sgt. 1st Class Marvin Popp, a
Korean War veteran recipient of two purple hearts,
presidential unit citation, and United Nations Service
Medal. Popp died in 2001 and worked for Haliburton oil
services for 40 years.

Seward's St. Xavier Cemetery
This cemetery is surrounded by trees and wheat fields and
is special for its wrought iron cross tombstones. It also
reflects the heritage of the German and Irish Catholic
settlers who homesteaded Stafford County. The crosses
reflect names such as August Guderian, born in Colmar
Germany in 1849 and who died seven decades later in
Seward. Guderian's memorial is typical of thousands
found across the heartland. Symbolic because the cross
represented the sacred; and the iron, strength. They were
built to withstand time.

Pawnee Rock
Think of this cemetery as one of the region's more avant-
garde places of eternal rest. It's a changing display of
memorabilia loved ones leave at the graves from ceramic
bunnies and poker chips to banners and fishing lures. This
is where Batman is buried or, at least Mary Batman, who
died in 1928. It is also where Newton Phillip Smith, one of
the earliest pioneers to the area is buried. Smith ran a
blacksmithing and repairing shop in Pawnee Rock. He was
the town's constable and was known for having broke up
the Taylor gang of outlaws and horse thieves. In a 1912
biographical history of Barton County it makes note of the
Taylor Gang and Smith: "This was one of the most

desperate gangs that ever infested this part of the state
and before they were captured it was necessary to kill their
leader." The cemetery is also where U.S. Senator from
Kansas George McGill from 1930 to 1939 is buried. He
was a member of the U.S. Tariff Commission. There is one
more grave worth noting. Near the Pawnee Rock cemetery
is, of course, the monument and rock itself. There lies
Mexican War-era Pvt. Nehemiah Carson who died of an
unknown illness while traveling on the Santa Fe Trail on
July 13, 1846.

Stafford County
The Stafford cemetery off U.S. 50, west of
Stafford, features a Grand Army of the Republic
memorial. A local stonecutter, J.R. Carmichael,
who carved a limestone stump into a memorial
for the county's Civil War soldiers, created the
monument more than a century ago.An African-
American cemetery is only a few miles west of
the U.S. 281 and U.S. 50 intersection. The
Martin Cemetery on the north side of U.S. 50,

represents black homesteaders who settled in Ohio
township in the late 1880s and 1890s. By 1914, the county
attracted as many as 425 African-Americans.

Neeland's Cemetery - Stafford County's
"Gathering of Woodmen."
In the late 19th century, Joseph Cullen Root from Omaha,
Neb. organized the "Modern Woodmen of America," a
fraternal society that was particularly popular in the
Midwest. Members could only be white men and they
vowed to take care of their brothers' widows and children.
Although the society's name changed slightly through the
years with variations being "Woodmen of the World" to
"Supreme Forest Woodmen" the premise was this: upon a
member's death, the society would donate $100 toward
burial expenses if the surviving family allowed the society's
emblem to appear on the stone.This cemetery has nearly
half dozen of these memorials representing a life cut short.

• When it comes to exploring cemeteries, sometimes the
best getaways are the ones made up along the way.

• Go where the heart takes you.
• Set your own direction and pace.
• Each cemetery tells its own story. 

Cemeteries tell the stories of our past.
They are the stories of our people, art
and culture.

cont.

GREAT BEND AREA

CONVENTION & V IS ITORS BUREAU
GreatBend

3007-10th Street, Great Bend, KS  Phone:  620.792.2750
e-mail: information@visitgreatbend.com

www.visitgreatbend.com
Copy & photos provided by Beccy Tanner

Cemetary brochure art  4/6/10  3:49 PM  Page 3



KANSAS QUILT WALK
lar to one which appeared in a Ladies Art Company cat-
alog called Star of Many Points. The design used here 
appeared in Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine (January 
1987) accompanying an article by Barbara Brackman on 
Kansas quilt patterns.

Farmer’s Daughter
 This pattern is an appropriate 
choice for this agricultural region as 
many of the families who came west 
to the Heart of Kansas came for land 
and a chance to earn their living as 

farmers.
     At first glance one might classify this pattern with 
the many star designs or wonder why the word “star” 
was omitted in the name.
     There are two nearly identical patterns with the 
name Farmer’s Daughter; their differences lie in the way 
the colored pieces are used. The design used here ap-
peared in the Ladies Art Company catalog of 1898 and 
was number 419. (The many quilt patterns presented 
in these catalogs were assigned numbers rather than 
names.) The same pattern was introduced by Nancy 
Cabot in the 1930s with the name Two Crosses. The 
other Farmers’ Daughter design used the same pieces 
and was constructed the same, but the way the colors 
were set differed.
    The Kansas Quilt Walk Farmer’s Daughter pattern 
was introduced by Clara A. Stone, author of Practical 
Needlework: Quilt Patterns. It may have appeared as 
early as 1910. There were four other names for the basic 
design. Rolling Stone, Jack’s Blocks, Corner Post, and 
Flying Birds.

Kansas Troubles
 Difficult early years of Kansas set-
tlement inspired this pattern choice. 
Though documented quilts using the 
design exist from settlement time, it is 
unknown what quiltmakers may have 

called the pattern. It wasn’t until thirty years later that 
the name Kansas Troubles became associated with the 
design. The earliest publisher of this pattern may have 
been Farm Journal, founded in 1877. It is not known, 
however, when the pattern first appeared in print.
     The Lafayette Park design of Kansas Troubles ap-
peared in Ladies Art Company catalog in two variations, 
the differences being in the set of the center square, 
and the name, the other of which was Irish Puzzle.
     There are two other very different designs using the 
name Kansas Troubles and there are two nearly iden-
tical designs with fifteen different names. In addition, 
the design seen in our local sidewalk is an adaptation 
of the chosen Kansas Troubles pattern due to technical 
difficulties in the use of stone as a medium.

Kansas Dugout
 Although the name of this pat-
tern conjures up images of the hardy 
pioneers living in their homes which 
were literally dug into hillsides, it is, 
in fact a fairly recent pattern. It first 

appeared in the 1930s under this name introduced by 
Aunt Martha’s Studios in Kansas City, Missouri.
 Aunt Martha’s Studios began as the Colonial 
Pattern Company in the early 1930s. When the pat-
tern company began publishing Workbasket magazine, 
the patterns were marketed under the Aunt Martha’s 
name.
 A box of quilt patterns at the Barton County His-
torical Museum south of Great Bend yielded a Kansas 
Dugout pattern clipped from an unknown newspaper. It 
was noted that, “The design comes from Miss Gertrude 
Skeen, Eskridge, KS.” The dugout pattern was shown 
as a two-color design.
 Although there are no other patterns known by 
Kansas Dugout, there are several similar designs that 
vary through use and placement of color. The earliest 
similar design, Mosaic Patchwork, was introduced in the 
The Dictionary of Needlework by Caulfield and Saward 
in 1882. It differs in that two colors of fabric were used 
and that there was an extra pattern piece.
 The same pattern as the one in Lafayette Park 
using only two colors was introduced as Five Cross, 
Lattice Block, Church Windows, and Ogden Corners by 
various sources in the mid-1930s.
 Additionally, there were two Kansas City Star 
patterns which used three colors but placement of the 
pieces changed the design. These designs were Old 
Fashioned Quilt and Ozark Tile Pattern.
 The Kansas Quilt Walk pattern forms a non-
square block and is an allover design which is entirely 
pieced.

Kansas
 Though the exact date and origin 
of this pattern is largely unknown, it 
appeared in Hearth and Home mag-
azine which was published in Au-
gusta, Main from 1868 to 1933. This 

publication asked readers to submit their favorite quilt 
designs, this being one of them. Whether the sender 
called the pattern Kansas or whether it was given that 
name by the editors is purely speculative. Perhaps the 
person submitting the design was from Kansas, hence 
the name.
     The pattern may have been printed during the 1920s 
or early 1930s since this was a time when there was 
a nation-wide renewal of interest in quilt making. This 
design is one of the many star designs and is very simi-



     It is also interesting to note that the Rocky Road to 
Kansas pattern featured in the Quilt Walk was called 
Kansas Troubles by Ruth Finley author of Old Patchwork 
Quilts and The Women Who Made Them published in 
1929.

Rocky Road to Kansas
 Kansas history centers, in part, 
around roads since well-known his-
toric trails criss-crossed its territorial 
boundaries. Most important in the 
development of Great Bend was the 

Santa Fe Trail, which passed through Great Bend where 
Lafayette Park and the Barton County Courthouse are 
now located.
     Even today swales and “cut outs” in hills mark the 
passage of hundreds of wagons. The term “Rocky” re-
fers not so much to the actual nature of the road sur-
faces as to the difficulty in traveling them during the 
state’s early settlement period.
     This pattern as it appears in the sidewalk is an ad-
aptation of a pattern first thought to have appeared in 
1889, over ten years after the Santa Fe Trail was last 
used. The actual pattern is a string—or crazy-pieced 
design developed, some believe, to use up long narrow 
strips or strings of fabric left over from other sewing 
projects.
     The Rocky Road to Kansas pattern was chosen as the 
official logo for the Kansas Quilt Project because of its 
relevance to the early history of Kansas, although the 
pattern itself is not of that period. The time of “Rocky 
Roads” saw many families coming into Kansas bring-
ing, among other things, their quilts—many of which 
survive today. 
     There is another design, also called Rocky Road to 
Kansas, that is completely different. This pattern, which 
looks something like links of a chain meeting in the mid-
dle of a block is the older of the two patterns with a 
string of names, the first of which may have been Job’s 
Tears.

Windmill
 Soon after peo-
ple began to settle 
down, build homes, 
and begin their farm-
ing and cattle raising 

operations, windmills could be seen 
dotting the horizons in every direction. 
Just as there were many different de-
signs for windmills, the quilt patterns 
also showed great variety. The exact 
origins of this particular pattern are 
unknown. Because of its simplicity, it 
may well be an early pieced design, 
one the pioneer women brought with 
them.
     There are fifteen windmill patterns 
listed by Barbara Brackman. In ad-
dition, there are two more called The 
Windmill, three with the name Wind-

mill Star, one Windmill and Outline, one Amazing Wind-
mill, one Broken Windmills, three Double Windmills, 
one Flashing Windmills, one Four Windmills, one Lem-
oyne Star and Windmill, one Missouri Windmills, one 
Nebraska Windmill, one Old Windmill, and the Radio 
Windmill.
    There are undoubtedly regional or family windmill 
designs which researchers have never discovered let 
alone printed.

Kansas Star
 Somehow the stars seem to be 
brighter and more numerous when 
viewed across the wide sweep of the 
night sky above vast rolling plains. 
There are probably more star designs 

than any other type of quilt design except maybe flow-
ers. There are two patterns called Kansas Star, both 
published in the 1930s.
     The one chosen for Lafayette Park was printed in the 
Kansas City Star in 1932. It was designed by one of their 
illustrators, Eveline Foland. It is an illusionary design 
that fools the eye, sometimes making it difficult to see 
the star in the center of the block.
     Another quilt design using the same pieces but with a 
different color set was called Montpelier and published 
in Hearth and Home magazine which was in print from 
1868 to 1933.
     The other design with the name Kansas Star ap-
peared in Carrie Hall’s book, The Romance of the Patch-
work Quilt in America, in 1935. It is a very different de-
sign composed basically of a four point star within a 
four point star.

Location Map: The seven patterns set in the sidewalks 
around Lafayette Park were chosen because they reflect 
the early settlement history of Great Bend which was 
founded in 1872.



Great Bend Mural Project
1 Sign of the Times ~ This mural is a fun and col-
orful view of what the “good ole days” might have 
looked like in Great Bend. Located on the corner of 
7th & Main.
2 El Baile/The Dance ~ Diversity is the theme of 
this mural. The many cultures which enrich Great 
Bend are shown kicking up their heels in traditional 
style. Located on Main Street between 10th & 11th.
3 Migration ~ In 1997, this mural was conceived 
and completed by local high school art students in 
conjunction with D. Loewenstein, and depicts ele-
ments of Great Bend’s culture along with a spectac-
ular representation of water fowl in flight over a quilt 
pattern of farm land.  Comet Hale-Bopp also makes a 
cameo appearance in the mural since it was visible 
while the mural was being painted. Located on the 
corner of Main & 16th.
4 Clara Barton ~ This “postage stamp” mural hon-
ors both the building which it decorates – the United 
States Post Office and Clara Barton, the woman for 
whom Barton County was named.  Clara Barton was 
a civil war nurse and organized the American Red 
Cross. Located on the corner of 16 & Williams.
5 Something for Everyone ~ This mural is a trib-
ute to the agricultural history of the area and the Bar-
ton County Fair held every July at the Expo area just 
west of town. Located on Williams between 16th & 
17th Street.
6 Santa Fe Trail ~ This mural decorates the Senior 
Center and is a memorial to Howard Quigg who was 
one of their most dedicated volunteers. This 1999 
mural is an intergenerational project which brought 
together the services of many talented volunteer se-
niors at the senior center and over 60 Park Elemen-

tary School children. Located on Kansas Street be-
tween 20th & 21st Streets.
7 The Lions Mural ~ In 1998, a total of 56 youths 
ranging in age from 5 to 16 years joined with the 
Great Bend Recreation Commission (GBRC) staff to 
create this mural.  The children were charged with 
the task of designing their own African masks. They 
transferred their masks to ceramic tiles that now 
adorn the corners of the Lions Mural. This mural is 
dedicated to the children of Great Bend. Located in 
Brit Spaugh Park.
8 The North American Mural ~ In 1999, the Rec-
reation Commission Summer Program enrolled 55 
children to paint this mural which features a variety 
of North American animals. Located in Brit Spaugh 
Park.
9 The Tiger Murals ~ In 2001, the children of Great 
Bend through the GBRC created these four tiger mu-
rals. This project was done in cooperation with the 
City of Great Bend and the Park Department. Locat-
ed in Brit Spaugh Park.
10 Happy Trails ~ The American Cowboy has a full 
and rich history which spans from the early days of 
settlement in the western frontier to the Hollywood 
movie set and all are featured in this mural. Located 
on the corner of 10th & Washington.
11 Farm Scene ~ This mural was commissioned by 
local business owner. Located on the corner of Wil-
liams & Forest.
12 Delgado’s Mexican Restaurant ~ Commis-
sioned by Delgado’s Mexican Restaurant. Located 
on the corner of 10th & Stone.
13 The Bistro ~ This mural was commissioned 
by The Page, An American Bistro. Located at 2920 
10th.


